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Marmontel, Grimm, Diderot, and Naigeon (a devoted
friend of Diderot) were regular frequenters of the salon.
Another fragment from the Coppet archives shows how
Madame Necker tactfully and decisively directed the conver-
sation : *
naigeon. Fancies! Errors! Prejudices!
madame necker [without listening to M. Naigeon]. M. Diderot,
let us renew a conversation which interests me and makes my
existence more supportable. Did you not tell me that it was
possible to explain thought by the succession of sensations ?
naigeon. Yes, certainly, with the greatest clearness. Ah,
without doubt!
diderot. All nature is nothing but a series of progressive
sensations; the stone feels, but very feebly; the plant feels more
than the stone, the oyster more than the plant, and so on till I
reach man. Weak sensations leave no trace of themselves behind.
The light impress of my finger on a hard body could not be
preserved, but stronger sensations do actually produce a remem-
brance—remembrance which is nothing other than thought, or,
if you prefer it, a durable impression. Matter alone, therefore,
suffices for the explanation of all these phenomena, and if matter
is susceptible to sensation it is also susceptible to thought.
madame necker. Granted that ideas come to us through the
senses. What shall we conclude from that? [She vigorously refutes
Diderot's argument by opposing to it the unity of the being who
receives the tribute of our senses and the variety of our sensations.]
I consider myself to be a unity, and the centre of these ideas,
such as it is, is certainly indivisible.
diderot. It is a sense which gathers together all the other
mapame necker. What is the nature of the sense which
contains abstract things, which is tormented by metaphysical
considerations, for which nothingness is something, since it
distinguishes it from existence; this sense which reacts on itself,
which is formed from new thoughts, and ivhich, in spite of the
millions of objects which it represents, which it comprises, and
on which it exercises itself, remains always one and indivisible?
What are the operations of matter which resemble these mira-
1 Claude Haussonville, op. cit., vol. i, p. 166.

